ORDER FOR WORSHIP

4t Sunday in Lent
March 19, 2023

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We wish to acknowledge this land on which St. Philip’s Lutheran Church is located. For thousands of
years, it has been the traditional land of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinaabeg, the
Haudenosaunee, and the Wendat peoples. We are grateful to have the opportunity to meet, worship,
and serve on this land.

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us with
the gift of grace. Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; we
take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your creation; we cause
hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life.
This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, *F forgives you in Christ’s name,
and revives you in the Spirit’s power. Amen.

GATHERING SONG

“God, Whose Almighty Word ” ELW 673

1 God, whose almighty word 3 Spirit of truth and love,

chaos and darkness heard
and took their flight:

hear us, we humbly pray,
and where the gospel day
sheds not its glorious ray,
let there be light.

Christ, who once came to bring,
on your redeeming wing,
healing and sight;

health to the troubled mind,
sight where illusions blind;

oh, now to humankind

let there be light.

Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.

life-giving, holy dove,
speed forth your flight;
move on the water's face
bearing the lamp of grace,
and in earth's darkest place
let there be light.

Holy and blessed three,
glorious Trinity,

Wisdom, Love, Might:
boundless as ocean's tide,
rolling in fullest pride,

through the earth, far and wide,
let there be light.



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
0 .
i e — i . f
HAE = 7 i I 1 Il
LAl I | Il ]
J T
Lord, have mer - cy.
0
[t I}
L b = > o ]
s ™ & [#] | %] = = [ ] > > ol
LAeLr & ] el
)
For the peace from a - bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
N |
A — — f
Ly | |
AN ——
l A —
Lord, have mer - cy.
N
|-
L b
R —w s o P
» -
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
0
[ 1
Hes? & . & 1
o - e j
God, and for the uni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord
N .
1 E | f |
e ] ! . 1
1 [and il [+ i I | I}
LeLF I 1 I I}
J ! - o
Lord, have mer - cy.
0
|
| 74

!@" P [Par] P & [ ]
£ L | - -

For this ho - ly house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and

0
. !
y—o——o——» ry ry 1 i
- . -
|\Jv 1

praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gracious Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us,
bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING

1Samuel 16:1 - 13

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his brothers in
height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the Lord,
designating David as the Lord’s chosen successor to Saul.

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected him from being king
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have
provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill
me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” 3Invite
Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one
whom | name to you.” *Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders
of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” *He said, “Peaceably; |
have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

®When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the
Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature,
because | have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before
Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” °Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And
he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” °Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel,
and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 'Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your
sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel
said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” ?He sent and
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise
and anoint him; for this is the one.” **Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.



Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM SONG
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

1 The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if | am his
and he is mine forever.

2 Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth
and, where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.

3 Perverse and foolish oft | strayed,
but yet in love he sought me,
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me.

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

ELW 502

4 Indeath's dark vale | fear nalill,
with thee, dear Lord, beside me,
thy rod and staff my comfort still;
thy cross before to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may | sing thy praise
within thy house forever.
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GOSPEL
John 9:1 -41

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the

things of God.

As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. *We must work the works
of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. *As long as | am in the
world, | am the light of the world.” ®When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, “saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”
(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. ¥The neighbors and those
who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?”



9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I
am the man.” °But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 'He answered, “The
man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then |
went and washed and received my sight.” 1?They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “l do not know.”

13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. *Now it was a sabbath day
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. *Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he
had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.”
6Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But
others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. ’So they
said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He
is a prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?” 2°His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and
that he was born blind; #*but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened
his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were
afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. *Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

%450 for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory
to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 2°He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner.
One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.” 2They said to him, “What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?” ?He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 2Then they reviled
him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” **The man answered, “Here is
an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 3*We know
that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will.
$2Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind.
3f this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 3*They answered him, “You were born entirely
in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

%Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the
Son of Man?” 3®He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that | may believe in him.” 3Jesus said
to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, | believe.” And he
worshiped him. **Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may
see, and those who do see may become blind.” *°Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said
to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” *'Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not
have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Tuula Van Gaasbeek

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” ELW 779

1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
| once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now | see.



2 Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 4 The Lord has promised good to me;

and grace my fears relieved; his word my hope secures;
how precious did that grace appear he will my shield and portion be
the hour [ first believed! as long as life endures.
3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares 5 When we've been there ten
| have already come; thousand years,
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, bright shining as the sun,
and grace will lead me home. we've no less days to sing God's
praise

than when we'd first begun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4;
anonymous, st. 5

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Janelle Lightbourne
Each petition ends: Merciful God,
Response: receive our prayer.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

SHARING OF PEACE

CHOIR ANTHEM
“Make Me A Channel of your Peace” arr. Sebastian Temple

PRAYER

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the
sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me. Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song:

The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.

O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead. Send forth your
Spirit and renew the face of the earth. Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, the body and
blood of Christ. Give us a future that trusts in you and cares for your earth. Empowered by your
promises, we rise from our deaths to praise you again:

The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.

Amen, and amen.
Amen and amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.

COMMUNION HYMN
“Anointing Fall on Me” ACS 1013

Anointing fall on me.

Anointing fall on me.

Let the power of the Holy Ghost
fall on me.

Anointing fall on me.

Text: Donn Thomas, b. 1949



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open
to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbours and touch the world with your
love. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
God, the giver of love, + Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you
in this Lenten journey. Amen.

SENDING SONG
“Lead Me, Guide Me” ELW 768

Refrain 2 Help me tread in the paths of
Lead me. Guide me, along the way; righteousness, be my aid when Satan
For if you lead me, | cannot stray. and sin oppress. | am putting all my
Lord, let me walk each day with thee. trust in thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. me.

3 lam lost if you take your hand from

1 lam weak and | need thy strength and me, | am blind without thy light to see.
pow’r to help me over my weakest Lord, just always let me thy servant
hour. be. Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

Help me through the darkness thy
face to see. Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Text: Doris Akers, 1922-1995
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

PERMISSIONS
One License, license # A-713446. Liturgical text reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License number SAS022653.



