
ORDER FOR WORSHIP 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

 

January 15, 2023 

Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come 

and see Christ revealed among us in word and meal. We go forth to invite others to come 

and worship the Holy One and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made known among 

us. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

We wish to acknowledge this land on which St. Philip’s Lutheran 

Church is located. For thousands of years, it has been the traditional 

land of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the 

Haudenosaunee, and the Wendat peoples.  We are grateful to have the 

opportunity to meet, worship, and serve on this land. 

GATHERING SONG 

“Draw the Circle Wide”  Gordon Light (C) 1994 Common Cup Company                                                 

GREETING 

KYRIE 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us 

forever, that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully 

serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING 

Isaiah 49: 1 - 7 
Here the servant, identified as Israel, speaks for herself and describes her honored 

mission. Called before her birth like Jeremiah and John the Baptist, the servant is not 

only to restore Israel. The servant’s ultimate assignment is to bring news of God’s 

victory to the ends of the earth. God in faithfulness has chosen Israel for this task. 

 

1Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! 

The Lord called me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s 

womb he named me. 2He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the 

shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his 

quiver he hid me away. 3And he said to me, “You are my servant, 

Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 4But I said, “I have labored in vain, 

I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause 

is with the Lord, and my reward with my God.” 5And now the Lord 

says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob 

back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am 

honored in the sight of the Lord, and my God has become my 

strength— 6he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my 

servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of 

Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may 

reach to the end of the earth.” 7Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of 

Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the 

nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and 

they shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, 

the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 40: 1 - 11 

SECOND READING 

Corinthians 1: 1 - 9 
Though God’s church in Corinth is a fractious congregation beset with many conflicts, 

Paul opens this letter by spotlighting the multiple ways God has enriched and 

sustained its life as part of the divine call into the fellowship of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
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1Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and 

our brother Sosthenes, 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to 

those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together 

with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, both their Lord and ours:  3Grace to you and peace from God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give thanks to my God always 

for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 

Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 

knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been 

strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual 

gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also 

strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the 

fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL 

John 1: 29 - 42 
John the Baptist’s witness to Jesus initiates a chain of testimony as his disciples begin 

to share with others what they have found. 
 

29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here 

is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he 

of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me 

because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not know him; but I came 

baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to 

Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven 

like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but 

the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom 

you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with 

the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this 

is the Son of God.” 35The next day John again was standing with two 

of his disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, 

“Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard him say 

this, and they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them 

following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to 

him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you 
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staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw 

where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was 

about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John 

speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first 

found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the 

Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, 

who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to 

be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                                                        Rev. Tuula Van Gaasbeek 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult”                              vs. 1, 2, 5  ELW 696 

(to the tune of ELW 659: Will You Let Me Be Your Servant) 

CREED  

P: Together we affirm our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition ends: Merciful God,  

Response:  receive our prayer. 
 

SHARING OF PEACE 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER  

Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, we praise your name and join their 

never ending song: 

HOLY HOLY HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

COMMUNION SONG 

“Just a Closer Walk with Thee”                                                   ELW 697 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly 

from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and 

journey humbly with you.. Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s 

rod ☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen. 

SENDING SONG 

“The Lord Now Sends Us Forth”                                                ELW 538 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

PERMISSIONS  

One License, license # A-713446.  Liturgical text reprinted with permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS022653. 
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SERVING TODAY 

 
Rev. Tuula Van Gaasbeek  Pastor 

Chris Ritcey-Conrad  Music Director 

Kathy Dragert  Reader 

Janelle Lightbourne, Intern  Prayers 

No Fixed Address House Band  Music 

Dave Pascoe  Audio Visual 

Karen Adolph  Livestream Usher 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PHILIP’S 

                Monday 

 

Tuesday 

 Zumba @ 1:00 pm 

Joyful Noise Bell Choir @ 7:15 pm 

Girl Guides @ 6:30 pm 

Bible Study on Zoom @ 7:00 pm 

Wednesday  Cover Girls @ 10:00 am 

Vocal Choir @ 7:00 pm 

Thursday  50+ Soup Luncheon @ 12:30 pm 

Church Council @ 7:00 pm 

Friday   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Gus Berndt, John Brownlie, Kevin Cartwright, Rodney Erlandson, Mary 

Hanslep, Al Jacksteit, Matt Kirkpatrick, Mona Kibsey, Mark Kieswetter, 

John Lindman, Pat Penney, Julie Potocny, Pasquale Rizzo, Ethan 

Suknundun, Debra, Helen, Lynette, and Marian. 
 

 



 

 

 

MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OFFERING 

Please place your offering on the plate in the centre aisle.  Other options 

can be found on our website:  stphilipstoronto.com/donate-now/    

50+ SOUP LUNCHEON 

Please join us on Thursday, January 19 @ 12:30 pm for a lunch and film. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

On Sunday February 5 @ 2:30 – 7 pm, we will be providing the community 

meal at Evangel Hall Mission. If you are interested in helping out, please 

contact Janelle Lightbourne @ sja.lightbourne@gmail.com or 519.852.6772. 

MESSY CHURCH 

Registration forms can be found on the bulletin board in the narthex. First 

program will take place on Saturday, January 28 @ 4:00 - 6:00 pm. 

ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES 

St. Philip’s supports the use of these devices. Please enquire at the 

audiovisual table. 

 

OUR VISION 

     Freed by the grace of Christ, we seek to connect with God, neighbour and self. 

 

St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 

61 West Deane Park Drive 

Etobicoke, ON M9B 2S1 

Phone: 416.622.5577 

Email: stphilip@bellnet.ca 

Web: www.stphilipstoronto.com   

mailto:sja.lightbourne@gmail.com
mailto:stphilip@bellnet.ca
http://www.stphilipstoronto.com/

