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At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and
make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of
Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially
the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with
the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in
the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME
PRELUDE

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We wish to acknowledge this land on which St. Philip’s Lutheran
Church is located. For thousands of years, it has been the traditional
land of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the
Haudenosaunee, and the Wendat peoples. We are grateful to have the
opportunity to meet, worship, and serve on this land.

GATHERING SONG
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” ELW 244

GREETING
KYRIE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By
his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH
Lighting of the Advent Candle Joel Suknundun



Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. You fasten
righteousness around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s
fire. Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, and
teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare. We ask that
peace abound, until none hurt or destroy over all the earth. Amen.

SONG
“We Are Waiting for Jesus” ACS905

SHARING OF ADVENT PEACE

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING
Isaiah 11:1 - 10
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line
(the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect
justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall
grow out of his roots. ?The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. *His delight shall be
in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or
decide by what his ears hear; “but with righteousness he shall judge
the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his
lips he shall kill the wicked. *Righteousness shall be the belt around
his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. §The wolf shall
live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf
and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead
them.”The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. #The nursing child
shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its
hand on the adder’s den. °They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy
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mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea. 1%On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a
signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling
shall be glorious.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 72:1-7,18-19
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL
Matthew 3: 1 - 12
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people
to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, >*Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.”” ‘Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair
with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to
him, and all the region along the Jordan, ¢and they were baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But when he saw many
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. °Do not presume to say to
yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. °Even now
the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. '“I baptize you
with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 2His winnowing fork is in his hand,
and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
“Abba, Abba, Hear Us” ACS 1072

CREED
P: Together we affirm our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends: God, in your mercy,
Response: hear our prayer.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

PRAYER
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to
thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money,
and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your
healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all the witnesses of the
resurrection, we praise your name.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you.

COMMUNION SONG
“Somebody’s Knockin” at Your Door” TFF 44

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing
heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the
day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen
us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future,
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.




BLESSING
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us
in the grace of the Holy Spirit, * bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG
“Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! ” ELW 246

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

PERMISSIONS
One License, license # A-713446. Liturgical text reprinted with permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SAS022653.



SERVING TODAY
an
@ EPT Janelle Lightbourne, Intern Preacher
Chris Ritcey-Conrad Music Director
Joel Suknundun Advent Candle Lighting
Emily Wuschnakowski Reader

Rev. Tuula Van Gaasbeek Prayers
St. Philip’s Choir Music
Dave Pascoe Audio Visual

Karen Adolph Livestream Usher

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN OUR PRAYERS

Gus Berndt, Kevin Cartwright, Rodney Erlandson, Mary Hanslep, Al
Jacksteit, Matt Kirkpatrick, Mona Kibsey, Mark Kieswetter, John
Lindman, Doris Pascoe, Pat Penney, Julie Potocny, Joseph and Pasquale
Rizzo, Ethan Suknundun, Debra, Helen, Lois, Lynette, and Marian.

OFFERING
Please place your offering on the plate in the centre aisle. Other options
can be found on our website: stphilipstoronto.com/donate-now/

CAROL SING AND GINGERBREAD HOUSES

It is time for our THIRD ANNUAL Carol Sing...indoors this year! Not
only will we be singing our favourite carols, but we will also be creating
Gingerbread houses. EVERYONE is welcome whether you want to sing,
build a house or just sit and chat with friends. Please let the church office
know you will join us on Saturday Dec. 10 at 3:00 pm to start the
Christmas season with joy in your heart and your spirits uplifted. More
info on the website and in the special email you received this week!.

50+
Please see sign-up sheet in the narthex for a Christmas Luncheon.
$25/person. December 15 @ 12:30 pm.

ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES
,:,\\ St. Philip’s supports the use of these devices. Please enquire at
s the audiovisual table.



D\ ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

THIS WEEK AT ST. PHILIP’S

Monday Zumba @ 1:00 pm
Bell Choir @ 7:15 pm
Tuesday Girl Guides @ 6:30 pm
Bible Study @ 7:00 pm (Zoom)
Wednesday Cover Girls @ 10 am
Vocal Choir @ 7:00 pm
Thursday

Friday LAVS @ 6:00 pm

Saturday Carol Sing & Gingerbread
Houses @ 3:00 pm

OUR VISION

Freed by the grace of Christ, we seek to connect with God,
neighbour and self.

VISION STATEMENT:

We are a diverse and inclusive Lutheran faith community freed by the
grace of Christ to find God and self as we connect with our
neighbours. We practise hospitality of open hearts and open arms.
We unite with partners to make a difference in our neighbourhood.
We nurture the community of Christ.

St. Philip’s Lutheran Church
61 West Deane Park Drive
Etobicoke, ON M9B 251
Phone: 416.622.5577
Email: stphilip@bellnet.ca

Web: www.stphilipstoronto.com
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