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Maundy Thursday  

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the world to celebrate the 

Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central 

focus is his commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we 

are called to give and receive love in humble service to one another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this holy 

meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into the world. Departing worship in solemn 

silence, we anticipate the coming days. 

 
A Note on Holy Week and Anti-Semitism 

The Passion texts can pose problems for Christian-Jewish relations.  For centuries, many Christians blamed “The Jews” 

for Christ’s death. This interpretation is incorrect, misguided, and dangerous.  In fact, crucifixion was solely a Roman 

form of punishment, one used to frighten subjugated nations into obeying Roman authority. Tragically, Christians 

have misused the reading of the Passion to justify anti-Semitic narratives. 

Anti-Semitism still plagues the world.  We must read these texts with sensitivity and caution, remembering the 

cruelties and failures of our past. 

 

 
 

The Holy Spirit 

calls us 

together as the 

people of God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

GATHERING 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

We wish to acknowledge this land on which St. Philip’s Lutheran Church is located. For 

thousands of years, it has been the traditional land of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the 

Anishnabeg, the Haudenosaunee, and the Wendat peoples.  We are grateful to have the 

opportunity to meet, worship, and serve on this land. 

PRELUDE 

"Pastorale" (Nenov) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against 

sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the 

struggle to which we were called at baptism. [We have shared this discipline of Lent with 

new brothers and sisters in Christ who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil.] 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the 

peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our 

neighbour and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and 

with one another. 

 

 

 



 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

  

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER 

Let us pray.  

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new 

commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our 

hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 
 

God speaks to 

us in scripture 

reading, 

preaching, and 

song 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING 

A reading from Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover. This festival 

featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God’s people from the threat of death. 

The early church described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in portraying Jesus 

as the lamb who delivers God’s people from sin and death. 

1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you 

the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole 

congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each 

family, a lamb for each household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall 

join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the 

number of people who eat of it.11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the 

passover of the LORD. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will 

strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all 

the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for 

you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no 

plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

  14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to 

the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned elsewhere: Jesus 

performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them to do the same for one another. 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 

from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 

loved them to the end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon 

Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 

things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4got up 

from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured 

water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel 

that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you 

going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but 

later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus 

answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, 

“Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who 

has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 

clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he 

said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

  12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he 

said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—



 

 

and you are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 

your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that 

you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater 

than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know 

these things, you are blessed if you do them.” 

 

  31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God 

has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at 

once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I 

said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a 

new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should 

love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 

for one another.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                                                 ACS 930 

 

 



 
 

We are called to 

love one 

another. 

 

 

 

AN ACT OF SERVICE 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

FOOTWASHING 

Tonight, we have heard our Lord’s commandment to love one another as he has loved us. 

We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to 

each other as Jesus became our servant.  

                                                                                                                                    

"Stranger" produced by The Work of the People 

 

 

 

We remember 

Christ’s last 

meal. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 



 

 
 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

HYMN                                                                                                                                             ELW 572 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord Jesus, in this meal you strengthen us with the saving power of your suffering, death, 

and resurrection. May this sacrament so work in us that the fruits of your redemption 

will show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE 

"Elegie" (Franck) 

 

 
 

We prepare for 

Christ’s death 

on the cross. 
 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

The service concludes with the stripping of the altar. The sacramental elements and vessels, linens, 

paraments, banners, and books are removed from the worship space.  Lights are dimmed as the worship 

space is stripped.  

 

The service ends in silence. 
 

 

PERMISSIONS  

Hymn texts and music are reprinted by permission under One License, license # A-713446. 

Liturgical text and music are reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

number SAS022653.  



 

  

SERVING TODAY 
 

The Rev. Tuula Van Gaasbeek  Pastor 

Chris Ritcey-Conrad  Music Director 

Dave Pascoe  Videographer 

Petya Stavreva  Pianist 

Lauren Voorpostel  Cantor 

Rod Erlandson  First Reader 

Lauren Voorpostel  Gospel Reader 

Jim Rouse  The Lord’s Prayer 

   

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Gus Berndt, Kevin Cartright, Rodney Erlandson, Michelle Horrigan, Al Jacksteit, Mark Kieswetter, 

Fran Moore, Marion Morningstar, Pat Penney, Julie Potocny, Sydney Ross, Helen Scollnik, and 

Elga Smidt. 

PASS THE OFFERING PLATE PLEASE 

Thanks for giving your offering regularly. Even while our doors are closed, our hearts and hands 

are open and busy. Our ministries need your support. Details for how to give are on 

stphilipstoronto.com/donate-now/. 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP 

Good Friday, April 2 

Easter Sunday, April 4 

Watch your email for the links to these services. 

 

stphilipstoronto.com/donate-now/

