ORDER FOR WORSHIP
16" Sunday after Pentecost

September 20, 2020

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of
God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time
of day they began to work. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to
all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars.

The Holy
Spirit calls us
together as the
people of God.

God speaks to
us in scripture
reading,
preaching,
and song

GATHERING

WELCOME
PRAYER

PRELUDE

“"Great is Thy Faithfulness”, arranged by Cindy Barry

WORD
GOSPEL
Matthew 20: 1 - 16

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption
that God rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1"The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner
who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After
agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his
vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing
idle in the marketplace; “and he said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. *When he
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And
about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he
said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ “They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard.” 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the



last and then going to the first.” °When those hired about five o’clock
came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 1°Now when the first
came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also
received the usual daily wage. 'And when they received it, they grumbled
against the landowner, '?saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day
and the scorching heat.” 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am
doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?
14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same
as I give to you. '>’Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs
to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be
first, and the first will be last.”

SERMON

Pastor Tuula Van Gaasbeek

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Will You Let Me Be Your Servant?” ELW 659




In everything
Give
Thanks.

1 Thessalonians
5:18

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant
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I Will you let me be your ser - vant, let me  be as
2 We are pil-grims on a jour - ney, we are  trav - ’lers
3 1 will hold the Christ-light for you in the night - time
4 1 will weep when you are weep-ing; when you laugh Tl
5 Will you let me be your ser - vant, let me  be as
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Christ to you? Pray that I may have the grace to
on the  road; we are here to help each oth - er
of your fear; I will hold my hand out to you,
laugh with  you. I will share your joy and sor - row
Christ to you? Pray that I may have the grace to
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let you be my ser - vant, too.
walk  the mile  and bear the load.
speak the  peace you long to hear.
till  we've seen this jour - ney through.
let you be my ser - vant,  too.
PRAYERS of the PEOPLE
SHARING of the PEACE
OFFERING
INTRODUCTION

Jenny Soupionis, Spiritual Care/Psychotherapy student

LORD’S PRAYER




God blesses us

and sends us

in mission to
the world.

LIVING THE VISION

Neighbourhood Table @ Home

SENDING

BLESSING
DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE

"Give Me Jesus”, African American Spiritual

ELW 770
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SERVING TODAY

The Rev. Tuula Van Gaasbeek Pastor
Chris Ritcey-Conrad Music Director
Dave Pascoe Videographer
Bill and Sandi Hutchinson Reader
Caitlin Feller Prayers of the People
Karen Adolph The Lord’s Prayer
Neighbourhood Table @ Home Living our Faith
Micah Kooij Sending
No Fixed Address Additional Music

In our Prayers
Rodney Erlandson, Melody Hogeveen, Mary Hughes, Al Jacksteit, Mark Kieswetter, Fran Moore, Marion
Morningstar, Pat Penney, Julie Potocny, Lesley Powell, Sydney Ross, Helen Scollnik, and Elga Smidt.

Ways to be involved
While we can’t be in the building, there are still ways to stay involved and in community with others. Here
are a few:

e Tuesday Bible Study via Zoom @ 7:00 pm

e Participate in the Virtual Worship: play an instrument or sing, read the Gospel, provide a
Children’s Message, lead the prayers, or tell a Faith Story. Please contact the office.

e Joinin the Virtual Coffee Hour @ 11:00 am on Sunday mornings.

e The Neighbourhood Table @ Home is happening on Thursdays from 5 -7 pm.

Pass the Offering Plate Please

Thanks for giving your offering regularly. Even while our doors are closed, our hearts and hands are open
and busy. Our ministries need your support. Details for how to give are on stphilipstoronto.com/donate-
now/.



